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at-Tibyan as-Sarih 
The Clear Exposition 


Abu Bakr al-Balqani 
Jumada ath-Thani 1446 


АП praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, апа may 
peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his 
family, and his companions. 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that discussions 
regarding Takfir have become widespread among the 
people while the knowledge has become rare, leaving the 
servants to disagree with eachother and spreading 
confusion among the ignorant. The Prophet, salla-llahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam, said: 
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"Indeed, this religion is easy, and no one makes it difficult 
except that it overwhelms him."! 


This Risalah therefore aims to clarify the understanding 
upheld by the righteous scholars from the time of the 
noble Sahabah until today. It presents the path of the 
leaders of knowledge, the people of narration, and the 
adherents of the Sunnah who have preserved and 
followed it throughout the generations. 


aed dll Dans айы; 
“And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together.” 
Your Brother, 
Abu Bakr al-Balqani 
Jumada ath-Thani 1446 
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The Definition and Foundations 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that Takfir 
describes the declaration of Kufr upon a person who is 
ascribed to have nullified his Imàan?. 


This nullification occurs when an individual commits a 
statement, action, or holds a belief that is proven to be 
disbelief through the Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah. 


Imam ash-Shafi‘l, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 
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“And there was consensus among the Companions, the 
Tàbi'in, and those after them whom we met, that Iman 
consists of speech, action, and belief, and none of the 
three is sufficient without the others."^ 


So whoever disbelieves through either one of them, has 
nullified his Imàn completely and is declared a 
disbeliever. 


Takfir is a legal ruling, determined by the principles of the 
$һагї аһ. It is not allowed to label someone as a 
disbeliever unless Allah or His Messenger, salla-llahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam, have explicitly done so. Shaykh al-Islam 
Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy upon him, said: 
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3 Faith 
^ Sharh Usül I tiqad АМ as-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah No. 1593 


“Iman апа Kufr are rulings established by the message, 
and through Sharr'ah evidences one distinguishes 
between a believer and a disbeliever, not merely through 
rational proofs."5 


Imam Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
also said: 
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“Declaring what is disbelief is the right of Allah, then His 
Messenger, established by textual evidence, not by the 
words of any individual.”® 


Therefore, it is a matter of utmost importance to 
approach Takfir with caution, adhering strictly to the 
guidelines set by Allah and His Messenger, as well as the 
principles derived from the Sharr'ah upon which the 
people of knowledge agreed upon. 


It is impermissible for one to speak about this issue 
ignorantly as Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah 
have mercy upon him, said: 
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"Whoever speaks about the religion without knowledge is 
a liar, even if he had not intended to lie."? 


5Majmü' al-Fatawa 3/328 
6 an-Nüniyyah 1/277 
7 Majmü' al-Fatawa 10/449 


Two Types of Takfir 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that the scholars 
have mentioned the importance of differentiating 
between two types of Takfir: 


1) Takfir al-Mutlaq? 


This refers to the general ruling of disbelief applied to 
people who commit Kufr. It is not tied to any specific 
individual but is rather declared generally without 
regarding possible preventatives. An action may be 
described as Kufr based on textual evidence, but this does 
not always necessitate declaring the doer a disbeliever. 


2) Takfir al-Mu'ayyan? 


This refers to declaring a specific individual a disbeliever 
based on their deeds while being aware of their reality 
and the reality of what they committed. It is the 
application ofthe general ruling of Kufr to a particular 
person. 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, highlighted the importance of this distinction 
when he said regarding Takfir: 
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"It is necessary to distinguish between generalization and 
specification." 1? 


? General Takfir 
? [ndividual Takfir 
1? Majmü' al-Fatawa 3/230 


The Obligation Of Takfir 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that Takfir upon 
the disbelievers is an individual obligation for every sane 
Muslim, whether he is a scholar or a layman. 


The Prophet, salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, said: 
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"Whoever says la ilaha illa Allah and rejects what is 
worshipped besides Allah, his wealth and blood have 
become unviolable, and his reckoning is with Allah." 1 


Imam 'Abd ar-Rahman ibn Hasan, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, said regarding the Hadith: 
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“Allah has labeled the people of Shirk as disbelievers in 
countless Aydt, so it is necessary to also declare them 
disbelievers. This is the requirement of ‘La ilaha illa Allah’, 
the statement of sincerity, for its meaning cannot be 
fulfilled except by Takfir upon those who associate 
partners with Allah in worship, as mentioned in the 
authentic Hadith.” 12 


The word “Whoever”!3 which was used by the Prophet, 
salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, shows that it is a condition 
for the generality of people as Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi 


11 Sahth Muslim No. 23 
12 Sharh Asl Din al-Islam wa Qa‘idatuhu 1/8 
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mentioned in Rawdat an-Nadhir!^, So Takfir upon 
disbelievers is an obligation towards every Muslim and 
not only towards the scholars. Allah ta'ala also said: 
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“бау: 0 disbelievers! I do not worship what you worship, 
nor are you worshippers of what I worship. Nor will I bea 
worshipper of what you worship, nor will you be 
worshippers of what I worship. For you is your religion, 
and for me is my religion."!^ 


Thereby, he commanded the believers to make Takfir 
upon the disbelievers. Imam Hamad ibn “Айа, may Allah 
have mercy upon him, said regarding this Ayah: 
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“The intent is to explicitly declare to them that they are 
upon disbelief and that he is free from them and their 
religion. Thus, whoever follows the Prophet, salla-llahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam, must say this, for one cannot openly 
manifest their religion except by doing so."!6 


The scholars unanimously agreed that Takfir must be 
declared by scholars and laymen altogether as one cannot 
be considered a Muslim without it. Imam ‘Abdullah Aba 
Butayn, may Allah have mercy upon him, further explains: 


14 Rawdat an-Nadhir 1/264 
15 Sürat al-Kafirün: 1-6 
16 Sabil an-Najat 1/69 
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"And your statement that one must not make Takfir until 
an Imam or his deputy has proven and explained it to him 
means: 'The Hujjah can only be established by an Imam or 
his deputy’, and this is a heinous mistake and none of the 
scholars has ever said such a thing. Rather, everyone must 
accept the truth from whoever says it, whoever they 
аге.”17 


The Shaykh, may Allah have mercy upon him, mentioned 
that the Hujjah can be established from everyone, 
therefore rejecting those who claim that Takfir can only 
be declared by the scholars. Imam ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn 
Hasan, may Allah have mercy upon him, also said: 


U 5 cay ЯЙ a Ca 5 ay Cael Le Call Мй GI all aS д SIS al Ss 
Ad) 
"Whoever does not make Takfir upon the one who 
disbelieves in the Qur'an has opposed what the 
Messengers brought regarding Tawhid and what it 
necessitates."1? 


The people of knowledge, may Allah have mercy upon 
them, have clarified numerous times that Takfir has to be 
declared by every Muslim according to their knowledge 
and it is impermissible to withhold it. 


17 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 10/394-395 
18 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 2/207 


The Three Categories 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that all issues of 
this religion can be classified into one of three categories: 


1) Usul ad-Din 


These are the foundations of the religion which have 

to be known by necessity like the foundation of Tawhid 
or the essential knowledge regarding our Prophet 
Muhammad, salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


2) Masa’il adh-Dhahirah 


These are the apparent and clear matters of the 
religion upon which there is no confusion. Such 
knowledge is either widespread and commonly 
understood within society or is explicitly clarified in 
the Qur’an and the Sunnah with no room for doubt. 


3) Masa’il al-Khafiyyah 


These are the hidden issues of the religion which are 
not apparent to the people, either because of the 
prevalence of ignorance and misinterpretations among 
them or because the knowledge regarding them is 
primarily accessible to students of knowledge. 


While the scholars differed on the amount of categories 
and the specific terms, their belief regarding these is 
agreed upon. So be aware of these categories and 
memorize them, for verily they serve as a guiding light for 
those who seek to understand. 


Ustl ad-Din 


These are the core beliefs which are conditional for one to 
be a Muslim. This refers to the foundation of Tawhid and 
other necessary beliefs like the knowledge about the 
Prophet, salla-Ilahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. 


When the Messenger of Allah, salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam, commanded Mu'adh to call the disbelieving people 
of Yemen to Islam, he said: 
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"Call them to bear witness that there is no god but Allah 
and that I am the Messenger of Allah."!? 


The Hadith establishes that this knowledge is sufficient 
for one to become a Muslim, thereby being the foundation 
of Islam. Imam “Ара al-Latif ibn “Ара ar-Rahman, may 
Allah have mercy upon him, said: 
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“The most essential point to begin with in teaching is 
understanding the Usül ad-Din and the foundations of 
Islam, without which faith cannot be attained, nor can its 
structure be established except upon them. Especially 
important is understanding the meaning of the statement 
of Tawhid, the testimony of ‘La ilaha illa Allah’, which 
encompasses belief in Allah, knowing Him, affirming His 


19 Sahth al-Bukhari No. 1395, Sahih Muslim Nr. 19 
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Oneness, dedicating all forms of worship sincerely to Him 
alone, disassociating from every deity besides Him, and 
upholding this both in knowledge and action. This is the 
foundation and cornerstone of the religion."?9 


Imam Ibn Jarir at-Tabari, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
said regarding these issues: 
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"Everyone who has reached the age of Taklif?! and 
possesses sound health and well-being will inevitably find 
clear evidence and a clear proof guiding them to the 
oneness of their Lord, exalted is His praise, and clarifying 
the truth of that belief. Therefore, Allah, exalted is His 
mention, has not excused anyone possessing such 
qualities from being ignorant of His names. If they die in 
ignorance of Him, He ranks them alongside those who 
stubbornly opposed Him, exalted is He, and disputed Him 
after knowing of Him and His Lordship, in both the 
rulings of this world and the punishment of the 
Негеаќег.”22 


There is no excuse for the one who is Mukallaf?? and 
disbelieves in the Usül ad-Din as every mistake nullifies 
the testimony of “La ilaha illa Allah". Neither ignorance, 
nor misconception are a legal excuse and the perpetrator 
of Shirk is always labeled a disbelieving Mushrik. 


20 Majmü at ar-Rasa'il wa al-Masa ‘il an-Najdiyyah 3/56 

21 Legal accountability which comes with puberty 

22 at-Tabsir fi Ma'alim ad-Din 1/117 

23 The state of being legally responsible and sound-minded 
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Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah һауе mercy 
upon him, narrated the consensus when he said: 
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"Whoever seeks help from a deceased or an absent person 
among humans, calling upon them in times of hardship 
and distress, and asks them to fulfill needs by saying: ‘O 
my master, Shaykh so-and-so, I am under your protection 
and seeking your aid’, or says upon the enemy attacking 
him: ‘O my master, so-and-so’, seeking his aid, or says this 
during sickness, poverty, or other needs - such a person is 
misguided, ignorant, a Mushrik who is disobedient to 
Allah by consensus of the Muslims.”2+ 


So even though these people were ignorant, they were 
labeled ignorant Mushrikin. Imam ‘Abdullah Aba Butayn, 
may Allah have mercy upon him, said regarding the words 
of Shaykh al-Islam: 
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“He, may Allah have mercy on him, was decisive іп 
numerous instances, ruling that whoever committed the 
acts of Shirk he mentioned has fallen into disbelief, and he 
related the consensus of Muslims on this without 
exempting the ignorant or those similar.”2° 


24 Jami’ al-Masa il 3/145-146 
25 al-Intisar li-Hizb Allah al-Muwahhidin 1/62 
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Imam Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
also affirmed this when he said: 


“Anyone who turns away from Tawhid is a polytheist, 
whether they acknowledge it or пої.”26 


Imam ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Hasan, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, authored “al-Adillah wa al-Barahin ‘ala ‘Adam 
al-‘Udhr bi al-Jahl fi Usül ad-Din2””, refuting the claim that 
ignorance in Usul ad-Din is excusable. 


Among the Usul ad-Din is loyalty to Islam and the 
Muslims and disassociating from Shirk and it’s people. 
Therefore, whoever allies with the disbelievers against 
the Muslims disbelieves and there is no excuse for him 
besides Ikrah. Allah ta‘ala said: 
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“О you who have believed, do not take the Jews and the 
Christians as allies. They are allies of one another. And 
whoever is an ally to them among you, then indeed, he is 
of them.”28 


Imam Sulayman ibn ‘Abdillah, may Allah accept him, said 
regarding the one who allies with apostates against the 
Muslims while he hates the apostates and their religion: 


26 Tohathat al-Lahfan 1/214 

2 The title translates to: “The Evidences and Proofs Regarding the Non-Excusability of Ignorance 
in Usul ad-Din.” 

28 Sarat al-Ma idah: 51 
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"For there is no doubt among Muslims that such a person 
is a disbeliever, among the most hostile people toward 
Allah and His Messenger, salla-llahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 
The only exception to this ruling is one who is coerced."?? 


Allying with disbelievers can occur through supporting 
them with wealth, physical assistance, or aiding them 
with the pen and opinion. Shaykh ‘Abdullah ibn “Ара al- 
Latif, may Allah have mercy upon him, said: 
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"Allying (with them) is Kufr that takes one out of the 
religion. It is through defending them, and assisting them 
with wealth, body, and opinion.”?° 


Anyone who falls into Kufr in the Usul ad-Din is labeled a 
disbeliever prior to the Hujjah being established upon 
him and therefore the judgements of the Kafir are applied 
upon him in this world. As for the one who commits Kufr 
in the Usul ad-Din while being ignorant and not being able 
to obtain access to knowledge, then he is regarded a 
disbeliever regarding his worldly judgement only and it is 
not permissible to ascribe punishment in the afterlife for 
him due Allah ta'ala's saying: 


Y 5.5 Cat (is о 


“And We do not punish until We send a messenger." ?! 


?? ad-Dala'il 1/29 
30 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 8/422 
31 Strat al-Isra': 15 
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Imam Hamad ibn Mu‘ammar, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, explained this further when he said: 
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“If someone practiced disbelief and Shirk out of ignorance 
or due to the absence of someone to alert them, we do not 
declare them a disbeliever until the proof has been 
established against them. However, we do not rule that 
they are Muslim either. Instead, we say their action is an 
act of disbelief that justifies the taking of life and 
property. Even though we do not declare the individual a 
disbeliever due to the lack of proof being established, it is 
not correct to say: ‘If they are not a disbeliever, then they 
are a Muslim.’ Rather, we say their action is the action of 
disbelievers, and the judgment on this individual is 
dependent on the establishment of the proof of the 
message. 22 


So he is not declared as a disbeliever when it comes to the 
punishment in the Hereafter as this is tied to knowing and 
rejecting the truth but the judgement of the Muslims are 
not applied upon him and he is regarded as a disbeliever 
in this world as Shirk and Islam are two contraries that 
can never coexist.?? 


32 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 10/136 

33 Тһе later scholars differentiated between Takfir Hukmi, which describes the Takfir of 
punishment, and Takfir Ізі, which describes the Takfir when it comes to labeling. Therefore, 
when a scholar said that the perpetrator of Shirk is not to be declared Takfir of until the Hujjah 
received him, then they referred to Takfir of punishment and not Takfir of labeling. There is no 
dispute among the scholars that the perpetrator of Shirk is always labeled a disbeliever. 


Masa’il adh-Dhahirah 


These are the apparent and clear issues upon which there 
is no doubt and disagreement. This can happen either 
through the prevalence of knowledge in the land among 
the people or because of the clarity of this issue in the 
Qur’an and the Sunnah. 


These matters include the essential knowledge of Islam, 
such as the obligation to perform prayer and fast during 
Ramadan, the prohibition of intoxicants, Zina, and 
interest, as well as the clear understanding that Allah has 
risen upon the throne above the heavens. 


There is generally no excuse for Kufr in Masa’il adh- 
Dhahirah as anyone who has access to Qur’an and Sunnah 
is considered to have had the Hujjah?^ established upon 
them. Imam Sulayman ibn Sahman, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, said regarding apparent issues: 


ARAT «М cua Уй АПАН alos xe aii Да жал ids AL (уі 
"So whoever has had the Message of Muhammad, salla- 
llahu 'alayhi wa sallam, and the Qur'an reach him, then 


the Hujjah has been established upon him."?5 


Imam Hamad ibn Mu'ammar, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, also said: 


25383 Carls nt Call Asl ur Us 


“Whoever the Qur'an has reached is not ехсивеа.”36 


34 Proof 
35 Kashf ash-Shubhatayn 1/92 
36 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 11/73 
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Imam ‘Abdullah Ара Butayn, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, said: 
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“One who does not believe іп the obligation of prayer ог 
in it being not obligatory, or one who does not believe in 
the prohibition of Zina or in it being not forbidden - this is 
disbelief by the consensus of the scholars. There is no 
excuse for one in such a state on the grounds that he did 
not understand the proofs and evidences of Allah, because 
there is no excuse for him after they have reached him, 
even if he did not comprehend them.”37 


The Shaykh, may Allah have mercy upon him, affirmed 
that there is no excuse for this person out of ignorance, 
neither out of lack of understanding because the Qur’an 
and the Sunnah have reached him and these two leave no 
room for doubt for these things. 


Likewise, the one who utters words that are apparently 
Kufr, is not excused. Imam ‘Abd al-Latif ibn ‘Abd ar- 
Rahman, may Allah have mercy upon him, said: 
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“Тһе scholars of jurisprudence and people of knowledge 
have established in the chapter on apostasy and other 


topics that explicit words are judged according to their 


37 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 10/366 
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apparent meaning and what they entail, even if the one 
who spoke them claims to have intended something 
contrary to their apparent meaning. This is explicit in 
their statements, known to anyone familiar with the 
subject. However, personal desires have led the minds 
and understanding of those who worship graves away 
from their proper course.”38 


However, when words are spoken that could possibly be 
understood as clear disbelief but these words are 
ambiguous and leave room for serious doubts on what 
was really intended, then Takfir is not declared upon the 
one who utters these words due to the fundamental rule: 


“Certainty is not eliminated by doubt.” 


Imam Muhammad ibn “Ара al-Wahhab, may Allah have 
mercy upon him, affirmed this when he said: 


ШАРУ Gaal GY «Ы ДЕ Y мй t a tas ital ЖЫ да 

Sl 
“Whoever outwardly shows Islam, and we suspect that 
they have committed something nullifying it, we do not 
declare them disbelievers based on suspicion, because 
certainty is not established through doubt.”?? 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy 


upon him, said those who utters words of disbelief in 
Masa’il adh-Dhahirah: 


38 Minhaj at-Ta’sis wa at-Taqdis 1/124 
39 ar-Rasa 11 ash-Shakhsiyyah 1/24 
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“As for what occurs from them in evident Masa'il adh- 
Dhahirah, or in issues necessarily known to be part of the 
religion, there is no hesitation in declaring the speaker a 
disbeliever.’*° 


Тһе one who commits Kufr in Masa'il adh-Dhahirah is 
labeled а Kafir unless the perpetrator falls into one of four 
categories: 


1) The Coerced 


Whoever is in the state of Ikrah al-Mulji'*! is excused due 
to Allah ta‘ala’s saying: 


дауы isa di s Si a У 


"Except for one who is forced while his heart is secure in 
faith"4? 


2) The New Muslim 


The one who recently accepted Islam is excused due to 
him not being able to attain all knowledge at once. Allah 
ta'ala said: 


40 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 10/433 

41 [kràh al-Mulji refers to a level of Ikràh so severe that it permits the compelled individual to 
take otherwise impermissible actions, including uttering words of disbelief. This type of 
Ikrah involves an overwhelming threat, such as death or severe bodily harm, leaving the 
person with no real choice but to comply. 

42 Surat an-Nahl: 116 
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“Allah does not burden a soul beyond its capacity.”43 
3) The Isolated One 


He is the one who has no access to the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah but has established the Usul ad-Din while not 
being able to attain more knowledge due to his 
circumstances. This person is excused due to to him not 
having reached the proof. 


As for the one who is affected from self-imposed 
ignorance due to idleness, then he disbelieves. 


4) The Unintentional Errant 
The Prophet, salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, said: 
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"Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His servant 
than any one of you would be if he were on his camel in a 
barren desert and it ran away with all his food and drink. 
Despairing of ever finding it, he lies down in the shade of 
a tree, having given up hope. Then, all of a sudden, the 
camel is standing right in front of him. He grabs its reins 
and out of extreme joy he exclaims, 'O Allah, You are my 
servant and I am Your Lord,' making a mistake out of 
sheer happiness." ^^ 


43 Surat al-Baqarah: 286 
^ Sahth Muslim No. 2747, Sahth al-Bukhart No. 6309 
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The тап did not become а disbeliever eventhough his 
words itself are disbelief as they state that Allah ta‘ala has 
a Lord above him, exalted is He beyond that. However, 
this man did not intend the reality of his saying but rather 
intended saying something else and thereby did not 
disbelieve. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah 
have mercy upon him, said: 


Cail ШЙ АЙ Go ge JAM I ss LS «о Й Shad US у GLAM (xa 385 


“The tongue spoke what the heart did not intend, as the 
person who says out of joy, ‘O Allah, You are my 
servant... ”45 


If the statement or action was intended while the 
judgement of the action was unknown, the person 
disbelieves. Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhāb, тау 
Allāh have mercy upon him, said: 


ооо oo ааа 


“As for not knowing that it constitutes Kufr, it suffices to 
cite His statement: ‘Do not make excuses. You have 
disbelieved after your belief.’ They are apologizing to the 
Prophet, salla-Ilahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, (for mocking the 
religion), thinking it does not constitute Kufr.”4¢ 


Invalid excuses such as fear, necessity, benefit, blind 
following, deception or misconceptions are not accepted 
and have no basis in the Sharr'ah regarding Kufr in Masa’il 
adh-Dhahirah. 


45 Takhlis ar-Radd ‘ala I-Bakri 1/244 
46 Tartkh Najd 1/452 
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Masa’il al-Khafiyyah 


These are the issues of the religion which are hidden for 
the people or issues that have become unclear because of 
widespread ignorance and misconceptions. 


Masa’il al-Khafiyyah can include issues of Fiqh such as the 
Siwak being recommended or the virtue of supplicating 
between the Adhan and the Iqamah. Likewise can it 
include matters of 'Agidah that do not belong to the Usül 
ad-Din about which misconceptions are widespread. 


The one who commits disbelief in one of the Masa’il al- 
Khafiyyah is not considered a disbeliever until he 
received a detailed Hujjah which eliminates doubts and 
removes the preventatives. Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al- 
Wahhab, may Allah have mercy upon him, said regarding 
unclear issues: 


Ж) AN ды č cia аЙ ae 3 ial uly 


"As for a specific individual: if he knew the truth and 
opposed it, he would be declared a disbeliever 
individually. Otherwise, he would not be declared a 
disbeliever.”*7 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, also said regarding disbelief in these matters: 
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"If it pertains to hidden matters, it could be said that the 
individual is mistaken and misguided, and that the Hujjah 


47 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 10/70 
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which renders its rejecter a disbeliever has not been 
established upon him.”48 


The scholars of Ahl as-Sunnah unanimously agree that the 
one who commits large sins does not disbelieve. However, 
when ignorance spread among the people, the Khawarij 
rejected this consensus, which is disbelief. Shaykh al- 
Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
said regarding the clear consensus: 
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“And the опе who opposes such а consensus becomes а 
disbeliever, just as the one who opposes an explicit text 
becomes а disbeliever.”4? 


However, when the news reached ‘All ibn Abi Talib, may 
Allah be pleased with him, about this group and he was 
asked whether they are disbelievers, he replied: 


"They are our brothers who revolted against us.”5° 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, clarified: 


Sask 088 zeli, glia alle i ia iil gal сыз 24 ДАЙ Е ЛУЫ 
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^5 Majmü' al-Fatawa 18/54 
49 Марта” al-Fatawa 7/39 
9? as-Sunan al-Kubra No. 16731 
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“The rebellious Khawarij, whom the Prophet, salla-llahu 
‘alayhi wa sallam, commanded to fight, were fought by 
Amir al-Mu'minin, “АП ibn Abi Talib, one of the Rightly 
Guided Khulafa’. The leaders of the faith from among the 
Sahabah, the Tabi‘in, and those who followed them agreed 
on fighting them. However, neither “АП ibn Abi Talib nor 
баға ibn Abi Waqgas, nor any of the other Sahabah, 
declared them disbelievers; rather, they considered them 
as Muslims despite fighting against them."5! 


They were excused due to them having misconceptions 
while believing that they are upon the truth. However, if 
the Hujjah were established upon them clearly and they 
remained stubborn, then they would have disbelieved for 
rejecting the Qur’an and the Sunnah. Allah ta‘ala said: 
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“Do you believe in part of the Book and reject the rest? 
Then what is the recompense for those who do so among 
you except disgrace in worldly life, and on the Day of 
Resurrection, they will be sent back to the severest of 
punishment. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.”52 


Whoever falls into a serious innovation related to Masa’il 
al-Khafiyyah is excused from disbelief but remains guilty 
of a large sin. However, if someone actively calls others to 
such an serious innovation, they are deemed a 
disbeliever, even if the matter is obscure. 


51 Majmü' al-Fatawa 3/282 
52 Strat al-Baqarah: 85 
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Shaykh Majd ibn Taymiyyah, the grand father of Shaykh 
al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy upon them 
both, said: 


Qa aji (Жый ЇЗ Age NN Gà WK Ael OS 2] жұмсай 


“The correct view is that for every innovation in which we 
declare the proponent to be a disbeliever, we regard the 
follower who imitates them as а sinner."5? 


The Hujjah is established by anyone who has precise 
knowledge of the Qur’an and the Sunnah in this branch 
like the student of knowledge or a scholar. 


If someone commits disbelief and the wickedness of the 
deed is known among the people while it’s judgement of 
disbelief is not known, then the doer of the deed is 
nevertheless labeled a disbeliever.54 


The valid excuses for errors in Маза! al-Khafiyyah for 
the sane Muslim who has reached the age of Taklif are: 


1) Self-Imposed Ignorance 

2) Misconceptions 

3) Taglid*5 

4) Ikrah 

5) Ignorance Due To Lack Of Access 
6) Iljtihad56 


If the Hujjah is established by someone who is capable 
and the preventatives and doubts are removed while the 


53 al-Insaf 12/48 

54 Like the one who leaves the prayer while the people do not consider it as disbelief in his area. 
55 Blind imitation of a scholar 

56 Independent reason of a scholar based on Qur’an and Sunnah 
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person still remains stubborn, then һе disbelieves as he 
rejected the truth. 


This category is where many contemporaries go astray, as 
they approach all matters as if they were Masa’il al- 
Khafiyyah. Some even extend this to excusing those who 
commit Shirk out of ignorance, insisting on the necessity 
of establishing a detailed Hujjah upon them before any 
accountability. Imam Sulayman ibn Sahman, may Allah 
have mercy upon him, said: 
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“And these foolish ones generalized the issue and made 
every ignorance an excuse, without making distinctions. 
They treated the Masa’il adh-Dhahirah and what is 
necessarily known from the religion (Usül ad-Din) as 
equivalent to the Masa'il al-Khafiyyah whose evidence 
might be hidden from some people. Likewise, they treated 
those living among the Muslims as if they were like 
someone raised in a distant desert or someone newly 
converted to Islam." 57 


57 Kashf al-Awham wa al-Iltibas 1/117 
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Takfir al-‘Adhir 


Takfir al-‘Adhir describes the Takfir upon the one who 
mistakenly refrains from Takfir upon a disbeliever or sets 
invalid preventatives. 


The one who refrains from Takfir upon the Mushrik is 
guilty of an agreed-upon nullifier of Islam, and his 
disbelief is contingent upon the establishment of the 
Hujjah against him, unlike the one who errs in the Usul 
ad-Din. Imam al-Malati, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
narrated the consensus when he said: 


DES ма aK a US ба Gi ашалы УЫШ А] ias 


“All the people of the Qiblah have no disagreement among 
them that whoever doubts regarding a disbeliever is 
himself a disbeliever.”°8 


So know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that the ‘Adhir 
belongs into one of three categories: 


1) The ‘Adhir Regarding Apparent Disbelievers 


The apparent disbelievers are those whose Kufr belongs 
to the Masa’il adh-Dhahirah, whether these disbelievers 
are original disbelievers like the Jews and the Christians 
or clear apostates from the religion of Islam. 


This type of ‘Adhir is considered a disbeliever before the 
detailed Hujjah has received him as his only Hujjah is the 


Qur’an and the Sunnah with no preventatives other then 
the preventatives regarding the Masa’il adh-Dhahirah. 


58 at- Tanbih wa ar-Radd ‘ala АМ al-Ahwa’ wa al-Bida' 1/40 
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Imam al-Hajjawi, may Allah have mercy upon him, said 
regarding those who refrain from Takfir upon the 
disbelievers who follow another religion: 
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“(Whoever) does not declare Takfir upon those who 
follow a religion other than Islam, such as the Christians, 
or doubts their disbelief, or validates their beliefs, or 
makes a statement that leads to misleading the Ummah or 
makes Takfir upon the Sahabah - then he is himself a 
Каћг.”59 


As for the ‘Adhir of the clear and apparent apostates who 
ascribe themselves to Islam, then he disbelieves as well 
prior to the Hujjah according to the consensus of the 
Muslims. Imam Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said regarding the Jahmiyyah who 
ascribe themselves to Islam: 


хаг Ж 325 [55,545 ОАА жау 
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“The Qur'an is the speech of Allah, exalted and majestic. 
Whoever says it is created is a disbeliever, and whoever 
doubts his disbelief is also a disbeliever.”©° 


One of the A'immah of the Dawah, may Allah have mercy 
on them, said regarding those who refrain from Takfir 
upon the apostate Ottoman leaders and other grave 
worshippers who ascribed themselves to Islam: 


59 a|-Iqna' 4/298 
60 Kitab as-Sunnah li-‘Abdillah ibn Ahmad No. 25 
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"Whoever does not declare the Mushrikin from the 
Turkish state®!, the grave worshippers, such as the people 
of Makkah and others who worshipped the righteous, and 
who abandoned Tawhid for Shirk, and who replaced the 
Sunnah of His Messenger, salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, 
with innovations, is a disbeliever like them, even if he 
dislikes their religion, hates them, and loves Islàm and the 
Muslims. For whoever does not declare the Mushrikin to 
be disbelievers does not truly believe in the Qur'an, for 
the Qur'an has declared the Mushrikin to be disbelievers 
and has commanded that they be declared disbelievers, 
opposed, and fought.”®2 


The Shaykh clarified that the reason of Kufr of the ‘Adhir 
is tied to him rejecting the Qur’an. Imam Sulayman ibn 
Sahman also declared those who excuse the grave 
worshippers and Jahmiyyah as disbelievers when he said: 
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“Тһе Imamah® of one who does not declare the 
Jahmiyyah and grave-worshippers to be disbelievers, or 
who doubts their disbelief, is not valid. This matter is 
among the clearest issues for students of knowledge and 
the people of narrations.” 


61 This was stated during a time in which the disbelief of the Ottoman empire was apparent. 
62 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 9/291 

63 Leadership in prayer 

64 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 10/436 
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Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, also mentioned: 
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“Whoever calls upon ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib has committed 
disbelief, and whoever doubts upon his disbelief has also 
committed disbelief.” 65 


Therefore, whoever refrains from Takfir upon someone 
who committed clear and apparent Shirk, disbelieves 
himself even if he were ignorant. 


If someone is unaware of the disbelieving reality of the 
disbeliever, then he does not truly disbelieve until the 
clarification of his reality has reached him. Some of the 
because they were unaware of his statements which 
constitute disbelief and therefore these scholars were 
excused due to their ignorance of the reality. Tawus, may 
Allah be pleased with him, said: 
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"How astonishing it is that our brothers from the people 
of ‘Iraq call al-Hajjaj a believer!"66 


2) The ‘Adhir Regarding Hidden Disbelievers 


The hidden disbelievers are apostates who attribute 
themselves to the religion of Islam, having committed a 
deed whose judgement of Kufr is unknown to most people 
due to widespread ignorance or misconceptions. 


65 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 9/292 
66 al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah 12/547 


This type of ‘Adhir is not considered а disbeliever before 
the detailed Hujjah has received him which eliminates the 
doubts and removes the preventatives regarding the 
Masa’il al-Khafiyyah. Imam Sulayman ibn ‘Abdullah, may 
Allah accept him, said: 
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“Ifa person doubts their disbelief or is ignorant of it, the 
Hujjah from the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger, salla-llahu 'alayhi wa sallam, is presented to 
him, showing their disbelief. If he continues to doubt or 
hesitate after that, he is a Кабг by the consensus of the 
scholars, for whoever doubts the disbelief of a Kafir is a 
Kafir."67 


3) The ‘Adhir Regarding Disputed Disbelievers 


The disputed disbelievers are those whose disbelief is not 
unanimously agreed upon by the scholars, such as the one 
who occasionally leaves the prayer. The ruling upon the 
one who excuses such individuals, after having carefully 
examined the proofs, is that they are rewarded. The 
Prophet, salla-Ilahu ‘alayhi wa sallama, said: 


КАЙ ЧАКЕ 265 l colai áb САА) á ást asaji a ó) 
"If a judge gives a ruling based on Ijtihad and is correct, һе 


will have two rewards. If he gives a ruling based on Ijtihad 
and is mistaken, he will still have one reward."68 


67 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 8/160 
$8 Sahth al-Bukhari No. 7352 
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The Ruling on Blind Followers 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that the blind 
follower is the one who has no knowledge himself and 
relies solely on the statements of his leaders. 


The ruling upon them is that they are treated the same as 
their leaders regarding errors in Usul ad-Din and the 
Masa'il adh-Dhahirah. Allah, subhanahu wa ta'ala, said 
regarding the Day of Resurrection: 


PEE gd a дА UL | ашы Tiscali е 21,323 

Шш шал! бе jal ШЕ АЛ ШАН, аум ДОЛЕ с os 
"And they will come out before Allah all together, and the 
weak will say to those who were arrogant, "Indeed, we 
were your followers, so can you avail us anything against 
the punishment of Allah?" They will say, "If Allàh had 
guided us, we would have guided you. It is all the same for 
us whether we show intolerance or are patient: there is 
for us no place of escape."5? 


Imam Ibn Kathir, may АПаһ have mercy upon him, said 
regarding the weak ones in this Ayah: 
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"And they are the followers of their leaders, masters, and 
prominent figures who arrogantly turned away from 
worshipping Allah alone without any partner and to 
comply with the messengers."70 


69 Sürah Ibrahim: 21 
70 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 4/419 
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Allah ta‘ala mentioned that the leaders and the blind 
followers will be gathered altogether. He ta‘ala also said 
regarding the disbelievers: 
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“On the Day their faces will be turned about in the Fire, 
they will say, ‘If only we had obeyed Allah and obeyed the 
Messenger.’ And they will say, ‘Our Lord, indeed we 
obeyed our leaders (sadatana) and our elders 
(kubara'ana) and they led us astray from the path." 71 


Tawus ibn Kaysan, may Allah be pleased with him, 
commented on this Ayah: 
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"Leaders (sadatana) refers to the nobles, and elders 
(kubara'ana) refers to the scholars."7? 


Imam ‘Abdullah Ара Butayn, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, also mentioned regarding that Ayah: 
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"The Qur'an refutes those who said: 'Indeed, the one who 
blindly follows in Shirk is excused,’ for they have 
fabricated and lied against Allah.” 73 


So despite merely obeying their leaders and scholars, 
much like the apostates of our time, Allah ta‘ala informed 


71 Surat al-Ahzab: 66-67 
72 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 6/427 
73 ad-Durar as-Saniyyah 10/394 
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us that they will be gathered in the Hellfire and that their 
excuses will not be accepted. 


Imam Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
also narrated the consensus when he said regarding the 
blind followers who follow their leaders in disbelief: 


Ашу дый GA 1306 09 S АШЫ) оа СЕ Алу сай sd; 
ables 5 «tll eY gl АШАН gull ПА] уаз бё АНАУ) Е 
Умай уз Sei ay СА ПА 5 зА А] a äl Ул, 
Аз ба Уз ЫШ У у Al Lal 


“And the Ummah has unanimously agreed that this 
category are disbelievers, even if they are ignorant blind 
followers of their leaders and A’immah, except for what is 
reported from some of the people of innovation, who did 
not judge these individuals to be destined for the hellfire 
and placed them on the same level as those to whom the 
message has not reached. However, this is an opinion that 
none of the A’immah of the Muslims adhered to, neither 
the Companions, nor the Tabi‘tn, nor those who came 
after them.”74 


So anyone who commits disbelief in the first two 
categories is rendered a disbeliever unless there is a 
preventative of Takfir that applies, and there is no 
distinction between the leaders and the blind followers in 
regards to the judgement. 


As for the blind followers in errors regarding Masa’il al- 
Khafiyyah, then they are considered excused from 
disbelief according to the clear consensus of the Muslims 
unless the Hujjah is established upon them which 
eliminates the doubts and refutes the misconceptions. 


74 Тапа al-Hijratayn 1/411 
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The Foundation of People 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that the people of 
a land are generally judged based on the dominant 
characteristics of their area. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn 
Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy upon him, said: 
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“The foundation is to affiliate the individual with the 
predominant majority (in the Іапа).”?> 


If they are in the lands of Islam, they are judged to be 
Muslims unless clear evidence of Kufr is apparent. If they 
are in lands of Kufr, they are assumed disbelievers unless 
signs of Islam are evident. Imam Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi, 
may Allah have mercy upon him, said: 
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“If a deceased person is found, and it is not known 
whether they are Muslim or disbeliever, the signs should 
be examined - such as circumcision, clothing, and the 
coloring (of the beard). If there are no distinguishing 
signs, and the body is in the land of Islam, the deceased 
should be washed and the funeral prayer performed for 
them. However, if the body is in the land of disbelief, they 
should neither be washed nor prayed over. This was 
stated by Ahmad, as the principle is that whoever is ina 


75 Majmü' al-Fatawa 31/167 
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land is presumed to belong to its people апа is subject to 
their rulings unless evidence proves otherwise."76 


Whether a land is considered a land of Islam or a land of 
Kufr does not depend on the religion of the people but 
rather on whether the 5һаггаһ is applied in these lands. 
Shaykh al-Islam Muhammad ibn “Ара al-Wahhab, may 
Allah have mercy upon him, narrated the consensus on 
this when he said regarding the rulers of Bani ‘Ubayd: 
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“When they openly opposed the Shari‘ah in certain 
matters, which are less severe than what we are 
discussing, the scholars reached a consensus on their 
disbelief and the obligation to fight them, and that their 
land is considered a land of war.”’” 


Whoever openly displays the signs of Islam, such as 
prayer or the testimony of faith, is judged as a Muslim 
unless there is clear evidence against him. The Prophet, 
salla-llahu 'alayhi wa sallam, said: 


“Whoever prays as we pray, turns to face the same Qiblah, 
and eats from our slaughtered animals, he is a Muslim."78 


If these characteristics are given and disbelief is not 
proven from this person, then he is judged a Muslim and 
it is not differentiated whether this person lives in the 
lands of Kufr or lands of Islam. 


76 al-Mughni 2/400 
77 Kashf ash-Shubuhat 1/41 
78 Sunan ап-Мава 1 No. 4997 
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Therefore, it is permissible to pray behind the one whose 
condition is unknown due to the prayer itself being a sign 
of his Islam. Imam Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi, may Allah 
have mercy upon him, said: 
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“If someone prays behind a person whose Islam is 
uncertain or whose gender is ambiguous, their prayer is 
valid as long as the person’s disbelief or ambiguous 
gender does not become evident. This is because the 
apparent state of those who prays is Islam, especially if 
the person is leading the prayer as ап Imam.”79 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy 
upon him, narrated the consensus when he said: 
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“A man is permitted to perform the five daily prayers, the 
Friday prayer, and other prayers behind someone from 
whom no innovation or Fisq is known, by consensus of 
the four A'immah and other Muslim leaders. It is nota 
condition for the follower to know the beliefs of the Imam 
or to test him by asking: “What do you believe?” Rather, 
he may pray behind someone whose condition is not 
known."80 


79 al-Mughni 2/147 
80 Majmü' al-Fatawa 23/351 
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Repentance From Public Disbelief 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that whenever 
someone has fallen into disbelief, it is required from him 
to sincerely repent to Allah and then inform those who 
know of his disbelief that he has repented. Allah, 
subhanahu wa ta‘ala, said: 
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"Except for those who repent and correct themselves and 
make evident."?! 


Imam Ahmad, may Allah be pleased with him, said 
regarding the repentance from public mistakes: 
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"Allah will not accept that from him until he openly 
displays his repentance and retracts his statement. He 
must make it known that he had said such and such, and 
that he has repented to Allah, the Most High, from his 
statement and retracted it. When this becomes evident 
from him, only then will it be accepted." ?2 


If he repents after publicly committing disbelief while 
being unable to convey the message of his repentance 
himself, then two Muslim witnesses from among the men 
have to report it due to Allah's saying: 


81 Strat al-Baqarah: 160 
82 Dhayl at-Tabaqat 1/300 
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"And bring two witnesses from among your men. If two 
men are not available, then a man and two women, from 
those whom you accept as witnesses, so that if one of 
them forgets, the other may remind her."?? 


The Muslims who testify have to be trustworthy and 
sincere. Imam Ibn Qudamah, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, said regarding those whose testimonies are not 
accepted in the Sharrah: 


Sede Уз Gul V5 EI Уз АЙ 5 Y 5 ша 5240 О Y 
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"The testimony of a child is not accepted, nor of someone 
who has lost their mind, nor of a mute person, nor ofa 
disbeliever, nor of an sinner, nor of someone whose 
condition is unknown, nor of someone who seeks benefit 
for himself, nor of someone who repels harm from 
himself."84 


He, may Allah have mercy upon him, further included that 
the father cannot testify for his son, nor that the husband 

can testify for his wife. Likewise, the testimony of the one 

who is known for frequent mistakes is rejected. 


If someone committed disbelief while nobody is aware of 
it, then һе has to sincerely repent to Allah and he is not 
obligated to publicly declare his repentance if his 
apostasy did not have any further legal consequences. 


83 Surat al-Baqarah: 282 
84 "Umdat al-Fiqh 1/152 
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Judging With Hellfire 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that whoever dies 
upon disbelief while having heard of Islam is judged with 

the Hellfire. The Messenger of Allah, salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallama, said: 


Буа У з ә н ДАУ оа Ge Sal э dala Y oap Мал [ый Gilly 
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“By Him in whose hand is the soul of Muhammad, no one 
from this nation, be they a Jew or a Christian, hears of me, 
then dies without believing in what I was sent with, 
except that they will be among the companions of the 
Fire."85 


So whoever apparently dies in a state of disbelief, then the 
judgement of punishment in the afterlife is ascribed to 
him. Отаг, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 


5] 5 sabes dle dll Һа! ә RE ui ui lo 5,38 3 US LAU ОЈ 
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"Indeed, there were people who were judged based on 
revelation during the time of the Messenger of Allah, 
salla-llahu ‘alayhi wa sallama, but revelation has ceased. 
Now, we judge you based on what becomes apparent to 
us from your actions." 86 


Abü Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, said to the 
apostates after they offered their repentance: 
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85 Sahth Muslim No. 153 
86 Sahih al-Bukhari No. 2641 
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“I will not accept it until you testify that our dead ones аге 
in Paradise and your dead ones are in Hellfire."97 


The Hellfire is attributed to the disbelievers generally and 
specifically. Imam al-Hajjawi, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, mentioned regarding the specific attribution of 
Hellfire towards a disbeliever: 


о уй oL Dole ДАУ) AS ірі 


“And it is permissible to visit the grave of a disbeliever, 
but one does not greet them with Salam; rather, one says: 
‘Rejoice in the Fire.’”88 


When it comes to the Muslims, then we neither affirm 
Paradise for them if they are righteous, nor do we affirm 
Hellfire for them if they are among the sinners except 
when there is a explicit evidence in Qur’an and Sunnah. 
Imam Ahmad, may Allah be pleased with him, said: 


«Ж оу ШШШ AG) ‹ 5 Уз Ag, Шар Шз Йй Jal Де МЫШ Y; 


“We ао not testify regarding the people of the Qiblah 
based on their actions, whether they are destined for 
Paradise or Hellfire. We have hope for the righteous and 
fear for them, and we fear for the sinful and disobedient 
while hoping for Allah’s mercy for them."8? 


87 al-Mughni 2/229 

88 а]-Тапа` 1/237 - This was also mentioned by other Hanabilah such as al-Buhūtī in Sharh 
Muntaha al-Iradat 1/383 and ‘Abd ar-Rahman а!-Ва Т in Akhsar al-Mukhaddarat 1/239 

89 Usul as-Sunnah 1/50 
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The Wrong Application 


Know, may Allah have mercy upon you, that the wrong 
application of Takfir is split into three categories: 


1) Without Interpretation 


He is the one who mistakenly makes Takfir upon a 
Muslim without any interpretation, whether it is valid or 
invalid, like the one who uses it as an insult towards his 
brother. Such a person is not excused and disbelieves as 
the Prophet, salla-Ilahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, said: 


Labdsl as 20 Мй 586 ду MH IER 


"If any man says to his brother, ‘You are a disbeliever, 
then it will return upon one of the two of them."90 


Imam al-Bukharl, may Allah be pleased with him, 
recorded this Hadith in the chapter: 


DEUS sd Jus делі ж oa clo 


"Chapter: Whoever declares his brother a disbeliever 
without interpretation, it is as he said."?! 


2) With An Invalid Interpretation 


He is the one who oppresses his brother by declaring 
Takfir upon them based on misconceptions which do not 
have a foundation in the Shari‘ah like the Khawarij who 
declared the Muslims to be disbelievers based on 
innovations in their beliefs. 


90 Sahih al-Bukhari No. 6103 
91 Sahih al-Bukhari 8/26 
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Imam ‘Abdullah Ара Butayn, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, said regarding the Khawarij: 


жатырға (le Чщй ДА] osi 


“However, the majority of scholars of jurisprudence hold 
that they do not disbelieve due to their interpretation.” 


Their ruling therefore is that they are considered sinful 
but not declared disbelievers due to the Sahabah excusing 
the Khawarij for this mistake. If the Hujjah is established 
upon them and they remain stubborn, they disbelieve. 


3) With An Valid Interpretation 


The one who mistakenly makes Takfir upon a Muslim 
while having a sound interpretation and a sincere 
intention of supporting the truth is considered excused 
and may be rewarded. Imam Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah 
have mercy upon him, said: 


4155 А cal з УА i a A АА ау МЕН 
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"It appears that if a person accuses a Muslim of hypocrisy 
or disbelief out of interpretation and anger for the sake of 
Allah, His Messenger, and His religion - not for personal 
desires - then they are not rendered a disbeliever or 
sinful. Rather, they are rewarded for their intention and 
purpose.” 


9 Mas ‘alah fi man yukaffiru ghayrahu min al-Muslimin 1/19 
эз Zad al-Ma ad 3/372 
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The Conclusion 
Allah ta'ala said: 
dl adl ууда 
"And you will remember what I say to you."?4 


We ask Allah to make this Risalah beneficial for the 
Muslims, to make it a source of clarity for those who have 
been confused, to grant mercy upon it's author and to 
make him firm upon the truth. 
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“Our Lord, do not let our hearts deviate after You have 
guided us, and grant us from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You 
are the Bestower.”?5 


Indeed, true success lies in adhering to the straight path 
and seeking the pleasure of Allah, while failure stems 
from deviating into falsehood and misguidance. 


And all praise is due to Allah and may the blessings and 
peace be upon our Prophet, his family, his companions 
and those who follow them until the Day of Judgement. 
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